Discussion
Acridine-l,8-dione dyes have been shown to have very high lasing efficiency [1, 2] and are also interesting in view of the electrochemical behaviour of heterocyclic compounds [3] , They have been used as electron donors and electron acceptors [4] [5] [6] and in the photoinitiated polymerization of acrylates and methacrylates [7] . In addition to this, these compounds have long been known to be potent farmeshift mutagerns in viruses and bacteria [8] . We report here the crystal structure of the novel l,3-bis(acridinedione-9-yl)benzene. Bond lengths and angles of the acridine skeleton are in agreement with those of related acridine derivatives [9] [10] [11] [12] . The bond lengths in the pyridine ring range from 1.352(3) Â to 1.516(3) A and show the respective greater or lower degree of single-or double-bond character predicted from comparison with related structures [10, 11, 13] , The ketone bond lengths, C2=01, CI 1=02, C29=04 and C22=03 of 1.236(3) Á, 1.229(3) À, 1.223(3) A and 1.222(3) A, respectively are in agreement with values observed for related structures [14] . The outer sixmembered rings of the acridine moieties adopt almost envelope conformations, while the central pyridine rings adopt a distorted boat conformation. The phenyl ring is nearly perpendicular to both acridine moieties, with the dihedral angles between their respective least-squares planes being -95.0(2)° and -97. 
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